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Freedom is never more than one generation away 
from extinction. We didnʼt pass it to our children 
in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, 
protected and handed on for them to do the same. 
~ Ronald Reagan 

It would be great if our education 
stuff worked, but that we won't know 
for probably a decade. 
~ Bill Gates on Common Core 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/09/27/bill-
gates-it-would-be-great-if-our-education-stuff-worked-but/
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1. WHAT IS COMMON CORE?
Official site

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/download-the-standards

Articles from “Educational Leadership”
Objective analysis by practicing teachers and professors
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership.aspx

Critique by Prof. Terrence Moore of Hillsdale College
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2npftyFvkWo
http://whatiscommoncore.wordpress.com/2014/01/23/video-lecture-from-hillsdale-
college-story-killers/  

No Alternatives?
1. E.D. Hirsch, “What Your ...Grader Needs to Know”
2. Sandra Stotsky, 
http://alscw.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2013_ELA_Curriculum_Framework.pdf
3. John H. Saxon, “Algebra 1,” “Algebra 2” (ask any home schooler)



1.1  English Language Arts Standards | Anchor Standards 
- Reading
* To build a foundation for college and career readiness, 
students must read widely and deeply from among a 
broad range of high-quality, increasingly challenging 
literary and informational texts. Through extensive 
reading of stories, dramas, poems, and myths from 
diverse cultures and different time periods, students 
gain literary and cultural knowledge as well as familiarity 
with various text structures and elements. By reading 
texts in history/social studies, science, and other 
disciplines, students build a foundation of knowledge in 
these fields that will also give them the background to 
be better readers in all content areas. Students can only 
gain this foundation when the curriculum is 
intentionally and coherently structured to develop rich 
content knowledge within and across grades. Students 
also acquire the habits of reading independently and 
closely, which are essential to their future success. 

(So much for the argument that the standard does not dictate the 
curriculum.)

* English Language Arts Standards | Anchor Standards - 
Writing
* Learn to use writing as a way of offering and 
supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding of 
the subjects they are studying, and conveying real and 
imagined experiences and events.

* Build knowledge on a subject through research projects 
and to respond analytically to literary and 
informational sources. Devote significant time and 
effort to writing, producing numerous pieces over short 
and extended time frames throughout the year.

(So much for the argument that the standard does not dictate the 
curriculum.)

* English Language Arts Standards | Anchor Standards - 
Speaking & Listening
* Take part in a variety of rich, structured 
conversations—as part of a whole class, in small 
groups, and with a partner. Being productive members 
of these conversations requires that students contribute 
accurate, relevant information; respond to and 
develop what others have said; make comparisons 
and contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a multitude 
of ideas in various domains

* Digital texts confront students with the potential for 
continually updated content and dynamically 
changing combinations of words, graphics, images, 
hyperlinks, and embedded video and audio

(So much for the argument that the standard does not dictate the 
curriculum.)

* English Language Arts Standards | Anchor Standards - 
Language
* Gain control over many conventions of standard 
English grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Determine or clarify the meaning of grade-appropriate 
words encountered through listening, reading, and 
media use; Appreciate that words have nonliteral 
meanings, shadings of meaning, and relationships to 
other words

* Expand their vocabulary in the course of studying 
content

(Note that they donʼt call it grammar. So much for the argument that the 
standard does not dictate the curriculum.)
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1.4

Standards for Mathematical Content
Counting & Cardinality  (K)
Operations & Algebraic Thinking  (K-5)
Number & Operations in Base Ten  (K-5)
Number & Operations—Fractions  (3-5)
Measurement & Data  (K-5)
Geometry  (K-HS)
Ratios & Proportional Relationships  (6-7)
The Number System  (8-HS)
Expressions & Equations  (6-HS)
Functions  (8-HS)
Statistics & Probability  (6-HS)

High school level math mentions vectors, matrices, trigonometry and 
modeling with algebra, geometry and statistics
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1.6

Common Core Changes the Purpose, Content, and 
Methodology of K-12 Education

It DOES dictate the purpose -- it changes the purpose
* from “informed citizenry” specifically to “college and career ready” 

It DOES dictate the curriculum and content -- it limits the
* number of subjects within the curriculum (nothing after Algebra 2)
* range vs. depth (but no grammar, spelling, vocabulary, composition)
* creative writing in favor of emotional advocacy for social change
* classic novels and poetry in favor of “informational texts”

It DOES dictate the pedagogy -- it requires total change
* from diversity of teacher-centric methods (lecture, demonstration, 
  discussion, grades) to student-centric (self-discovery) method
* from the Socratic method to “deep reading” without context
* from individual study to group effort
* from objective truth to consensus
* from correct answers to diversity of methods



1.7

Wilson, W. Stephen. "In Defense Of 
Mathematical Foundations." Educational 
Leadership 68.6 (2011): 70-73.

Munson, Lynne. "What Students Really 
Need To Learn." Educational 
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Phesia. "Preparing English Language 
Learners For Complex Reading." 
Educational Leadership 71.3 (2013): 52-56.



2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
1895 -- Salina, Kansas; 8th grade exit exam

http://www.salina.com/1895test/
http://www.indiana.edu/~p1013447/dictionary/8thgradeexam.htm

1916 -- John Dewey, “Democracy and Education”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dewey

1965 -- US Office of Education
1978 -- US Department of (mis)Education
1960ʼs, 70ʼs, 80ʼs, 90ʼs -- the slide down, down...

Whole Language, New Math, Fuzzy Math, Self Esteem Education, Reform Math,...

1990ʼs -- “Accountability” movement
2002 -- Bush “43”: Every Child Left Behind
2009 -- 0bama: Race To The Bottom
2010 -- Common Core
2014 -- the name became toxic... so change it...

“Nevada Academic Content Standards”



2.1

Eighth Grade Final Exam
Salina, KS 1895 

Grammar  (Time, one hour) 

1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no 
modifications. 
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph. 
4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal 
Parts of do, lie, lay and run. 
5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case. 
6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of 
Punctuation. 
7. Write a composition of about 150 words and show 
therein that you understand the practical use of the rules of 
grammar. 

Arithmetic  (Time, 1.25 hours) 

1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic. 
2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. wide. 
How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 
50cts. Per bu., deducting 1050 lbs. for tare? 
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the 
necessary levy to carry on a school seven months at $50 
per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 
5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton. 

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 
7 percent. 
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. 
long at $20 per inch? 
8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 
percent. 
9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the 
distance around which is 640 rods? 
10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt. 

U.S. History  (Time, 45 minutes) 

1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided. 
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by 
Columbus. 
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States. 
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas. 
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the 
Rebellion. 
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, 
Lincoln, Penn, and Howe? 
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 
1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865? 
 



2.2  

Eighth Grade Final Exam
Salina, KS 1895 (continued)

Orthography  (Time, one hour) 

1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic 
orthography, etymology, syllabication? 
2. What are elementary sounds?  How classified?
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: 
Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate letters, linguals? 
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u'. 
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e'. Name two 
exceptions under each rule. 
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with 
a word: Bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, non, inter, mono, 
super. 
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, 
and name the sign that indicates the sound: Card, ball, 
mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last. 
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: Cite, site, sight, 
fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays 
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate 
pronunciation by use of diacritical marks and by 
syllabication. 

Geography  (Time, one hour) 

1. What is climate?  Upon what does climate depend? 
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in 
Kansas? 
3. Of what use are rivers?  Of what use is the ocean? 
4. Describe the mountains of N.A. 
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, 
Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. Helena, Juan 
Fernandez, Aspinwall and  Orinoco. 
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S. 
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give capital of 
each. 
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the 
same latitude? 
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean 
returns to the sources of rivers. 
10. Describe the movements of the earth.  Give inclination 
of the earth.

Physiology (Time, 45 minutes)

1. Where are the saliva, gastric juice, and bile secreted? 
What is the use of each in digestion?
2. How does nutrition reach the circulation?
3. What is the function of the liver? Of the kidneys?
4. How would you stop the flow of blood from an artery in 
case of laceration?
5. Give some general directions that you think would be 
beneficial to preserve the human body in a state of health.



3. US LAW ON EDUCATION
(The Constitution does NOT allow the federal government to be involved in any matters related to education. Nevertheless...)

20 USC 1213, Public Law 105-220, General Education Provisions Act

20 USC 3403, Public Law 96-88, Department of Education Organization Act
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2010-title20/html/USCODE-2010-title20-
chap48.htm
They set up an elaborate bureaucracy to take charge of education, all the while insisting 
they are preserving the sanctity of state and parental control.

20 USC 6301, Public Law 107–110, No Child Left Behind Act
20 USC 6311

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2010-title20/html/USCODE-2010-title20-
chap70.htm
The federal requirement for standards and testing, referred to in NRS 389.550, itself does 
NOT specify that States shall comply with CCSS, only that they demonstrate compliance 
with rigorous STATE standards to the US Dept of Ed. 
Section (b)(3) shows how a “State” standard in fact becomes imposed by the feds.

The “stimulus package” a.k.a. the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) 
shows how States jump for federal money. See Section 14005-6, Title XIV, (Public Law 111-5)

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/statutory/stabilization-fund.pdf and 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/legislation.html



3.1

US Constitution, Article 1, Section 8
The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all 
Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws 
on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 
and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and 
current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and Post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 
for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to 
their respective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the 
high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 
Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that 
Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and 
naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the 
Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and 
for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the 
Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, 
the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 
Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession 
of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the 
Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like 
Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the 
Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the 
Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other 
needful Buildings; And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Amendment 10
The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people.



3.2

20 USC §3401. Congressional findings

The Congress finds that—

(1) education is fundamental to the development of 
individual citizens and the progress of the Nation;

(2) there is a continuing need to ensure equal access for all 
Americans to educational opportunities of a high quality, 
and such educational opportunities should not be denied 
because of race, creed, color, national origin, or sex;

(3) parents have the primary responsibility for the 
education of their children, and States, localities, and 
private institutions have the primary responsibility for 
supporting that parental role;

(4) in our Federal system, the primary public 
responsibility for education is reserved respectively to 
the States and the local school systems and other 
instrumentalities of the States;

(5) the American people benefit from a diversity of 
educational settings, including public and private schools, 
libraries, museums and other institutions, the workplace, 
the community, and the home;

(6) the importance of education is increasing as new 
technologies and alternative approaches to traditional 
education are considered, as society becomes more 

complex, and as equal opportunities in education and 
employment are promoted;
(7) there is a need for improvement in the management 
and coordination of Federal education programs to support 
more effectively State, local, and private institutions, 
students, and parents in carrying out their educational 
responsibilities;

(8) the dispersion of education programs across a large 
number of Federal agencies has led to fragmented, 
duplicative, and often inconsistent Federal policies relating 
to education;

(9) Presidential and public consideration of issues relating 
to Federal education programs is hindered by the present 
organizational position of education programs in the 
executive branch of the Government; and

(10) there is no single, full-time, Federal education official 
directly accountable to the President, the Congress, and 
the people.

(Pub. L. 96–88, title I, §101, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 669.)



3.3

20 USC §3402. 
Congressional declaration of purpose

The Congress declares that the establishment of a 
Department of Education is in the public interest, will 
promote the general welfare of the United States, will help 
ensure that education issues receive proper treatment at 
the Federal level, and will enable the Federal Government 
to coordinate its education activities more effectively. 

Therefore, the purposes of this chapter are—

(1) to strengthen the Federal commitment to ensuring 
access to equal educational opportunity for every 
individual;

(2) to supplement and complement the efforts of 
States, the local school systems and other 
instrumentalities of the States, the private sector, public 
and private educational institutions, public and private 
nonprofit educational research institutions, community-
based organizations, parents, and students to improve the 
quality of education;

(3) to encourage the increased involvement of the public, 
parents, and students in Federal education programs;

(4) to promote improvements in the quality and 
usefulness of education through federally supported 
research, evaluation, and sharing of information;

(5) to improve the coordination of Federal education 
programs;

(6) to improve the management and efficiency of Federal 
education activities, especially with respect to the process, 
procedures, and administrative structures for the dispersal 
of Federal funds, as well as the reduction of unnecessary 
and duplicative burdens and constraints, including 
unnecessary paperwork, on the recipients of Federal funds; 
and

(7) to increase the accountability of Federal education 
programs to the President, the Congress, and the public.

(Pub. L. 96–88, title I, §102, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 670.)



3.4

20 USC §3403. Relationship with States

(a) Rights of local governments and educational 
institutions

It is the intention of the Congress in the establishment of 
the Department to protect the rights of State and local 
governments and public and private educational 
institutions in the areas of educational policies and 
administration of programs and to strengthen and improve 
the control of such governments and institutions over their 
own educational programs and policies. The 
establishment of the Department of Education shall 
not increase the authority of the Federal Government 
over education or diminish the responsibility for 
education which is reserved to the States and the local 
school systems and other instrumentalities of the States.

(b) Curriculum, administration, and personnel; library 
resources

No provision of a program administered by the Secretary 
or by any other officer of the Department shall be 
construed to authorize the Secretary or any such officer to 
exercise any direction, supervision, or control over the 
curriculum, program of instruction, administration, or 
personnel of any educational institution, school, or school 
system, over any accrediting agency or association, or 
over the selection or content of library resources, 
textbooks, or other instructional materials by any 

educational institution or school system, except to the 
extent authorized by law.

(c) Funding under pre-existing programs

The Secretary shall not, during the period within eight 
months after May 4, 1980, take any action to withhold, 
suspend, or terminate funds under any program 
transferred by this chapter by reason of the failure of any 
State to comply with any applicable law requiring the 
administration of such a program through a single 
organizational unit.

(Pub. L. 96–88, title I, §103, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 670.)



3.5

20 USC §6301. Statement of purpose
The purpose of this subchapter is to ensure that all children have a 
fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality 
education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging 
State academic achievement standards and state academic 
assessments. This purpose can be accomplished by—

(1) ensuring that high-quality academic assessments, 
accountability systems, teacher preparation and training, 
curriculum, and instructional materials are aligned with 
challenging State academic standards so that students, 
teachers, parents, and administrators can measure progress 
against common expectations for student academic achievement;

(2) meeting the educational needs of low-achieving children in our 
Nation's highest-poverty schools, limited English proficient 
children, migratory children, children with disabilities, Indian 
children, neglected or delinquent children, and young children in 
need of reading assistance;

(3) closing the achievement gap between high- and low-
performing children, especially the achievement gaps between 
minority and nonminority students, and between disadvantaged 
children and their more advantaged peers;

(4) holding schools, local educational agencies, and States 
accountable for improving the academic achievement of all 
students, and identifying and turning around low-performing 
schools that have failed to provide a high-quality education to their 
students, while providing alternatives to students in such schools 
to enable the students to receive a high-quality education;

(5) distributing and targeting resources sufficiently to make a 
difference to local educational agencies and schools where needs 
are greatest;

(6) improving and strengthening accountability, teaching, and 
learning by using State assessment systems designed to ensure 
that students are meeting challenging State academic 
achievement and content standards and increasing 
achievement overall, but especially for the disadvantaged;

(7) providing greater decision making authority and flexibility 
to schools and teachers in exchange for greater responsibility for 
student performance;

(8) providing children an enriched and accelerated educational 
program, including the use of school wide programs or additional 
services that increase the amount and quality of instructional time;

(9) promoting school wide reform and ensuring the access of 
children to effective, scientifically based instructional strategies 
and challenging academic content;

(10) significantly elevating the quality of instruction by providing 
staff in participating schools with substantial opportunities for 
professional development;

(11) coordinating services under all parts of this subchapter with 
each other, with other educational services, and, to the extent 
feasible, with other agencies providing services to youth, children, 
and families; and

(12) affording parents substantial and meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their children.

(Pub. L. 89–10, title I, §1001, as added Pub. L. 107–110, title I, 
§101, Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 1439.)
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20 USC §6311. State plans
(a) Plans required
 (1) In general
For any State desiring to receive a grant under this part, the 
State educational agency shall submit to the Secretary a plan, 
developed by the State educational agency, in consultation with 
local educational agencies, teachers, principals, pupil services 
personnel, administrators (including administrators of programs 
described in other parts of this subchapter), other staff, and 
parents, that satisfies the requirements of this section

(b) Academic standards, academic assessments, and 
accountability
 (1) Challenging academic standards
 (A) In general
Each State plan shall demonstrate that the State has adopted 
challenging academic content standards and challenging 
student academic achievement standards that will be used by 
the State, its local educational agencies, and its schools to carry 
out this part, except that a State shall not be required to submit 
such standards to the Secretary.
 (C) Subjects
The State shall have such academic standards for all public 
elementary school and secondary school children, including 
children served under this part, in subjects determined by the 
State, but including at least mathematics, reading or language 
arts, and (beginning in the 2005–2006 school year) science, 
which shall include the same knowledge, skills, and levels of 
achievement expected of all children.


(2) Accountability
 (A) In general
Each State plan shall demonstrate that the State has developed 
and is implementing a single, statewide State accountability 
system that will be effective in ensuring that all local educational 
agencies, public elementary schools, and public secondary schools 
make adequate yearly progress as defined under this paragraph. 
Each State accountability system shall—
 (i) be based on the academic standards and academic 
assessments adopted under paragraphs (1) and (3), and other 
academic indicators consistent with subparagraph (C)(vi) and (vii), 
and shall take into account the achievement of all public 
elementary school and secondary school students;
 (C) Definitions
disaggregation of data under subclause (II) shall not be required in 
a case in which ...... the results would reveal personally 
identifiable information about an individual student




3.7

20 USC §6311. State plans (cont.)
 (3) Academic assessments
 (A) In general
Each State plan shall demonstrate that the State educational 
agency, in consultation with local educational agencies, has 
implemented a set of high-quality, yearly student academic 
assessments that include, at a minimum, academic assessments 
in mathematics, reading or language arts, and science that will 
be used as the primary means of determining the yearly 
performance of the State and of each local educational agency and 
school in the State ....
 (B) Use of assessments
Each State educational agency may incorporate the data from the 
assessments under this paragraph into a State-developed 
longitudinal data system that links student test scores, length of 
enrollment, and graduation records over time.
 (C) Requirements
Such assessments shall—
 (i) be the same academic assessments used to measure the 
achievement of all children;
 (ii) be aligned with the State's challenging academic 
content and student academic achievement standards, and 
provide coherent information about student attainment of such 
standards;
 (iii) be used for purposes for which such assessments are 
valid and reliable, and be consistent with relevant, nationally 
recognized professional and technical standards;
 (iv) be used only if the State educational agency provides to 
the Secretary evidence from the test publisher or other relevant 
sources that the assessments used are of adequate technical 
quality for each purpose required under this chapter ...;


 (5) State authority
If a State educational agency provides evidence, which is 
satisfactory to the Secretary, that neither the State educational 
agency nor any other State government official, agency, or 
entity has sufficient authority, under State law, to adopt 
curriculum content and student academic achievement standards, 
and academic assessments aligned with such academic 
standards, ....... then the State educational agency may meet the 
requirements of this subsection by—
 (A) adopting academic standards and academic 
assessments that meet the requirements of this subsection, 
on a statewide basis, and limiting their applicability to students 
served under this part; or
 (B) adopting and implementing policies that ensure that 
each local educational agency in the State that receives grants 
under this part will adopt curriculum content and student 
academic achievement standards, and academic assessments 
aligned with such standards, which—
 (i) meet all of the criteria in this subsection and any 
regulations regarding such standards and assessments that the 
Secretary may publish

(d) Parental involvement
Each State plan shall describe how the State educational agency 
will support the collection and dissemination to local educational 
agencies and schools of effective parental involvement 
practices. Such practices shall—
 (1) be based on the most current research that meets 
the highest professional and technical standards, on 
effective parental involvement that fosters 
achievement to high standards for all children; and
 (2) be geared toward lowering barriers to greater 
participation by parents in school planning, review, and 
improvement experienced.



4. DODGING THE LAW
So, if you canʼt impose national standards under existing law; what do you do?

Do it in the private sector
http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2013/12/04/Roots-of-Common-Core-Lie-In-
Association-Between-Barack-Obama-And-Bill-Ayers
http://www.natcure.org/learn-about-public-school-education/what-is-common-core/

Pretend it was done by the States 
David Coleman + Bill Gates ---> Achieve, Inc. + CCSSI ---> NGA + CCSSO

CCSSI - common core state standards initiative
NGA - national governors association (http://www.nga.org/cms/home.html, a lobbying firm in Wash. DC)
CCSSO - council of chief state school officers (http://www.ccsso.org/, a lobbying firm in Wash. DC)

Use Copyright to evade federal education law
States cannot change the standards; they donʼt own the copyright. They can add small 
amount of local content that is NOT included in the standardized tests.

Create phony competition -- Race To The Top
The condition for applying for a grant is promising and proving that the State will adopt 
Common Core; but hey, the States do it “voluntarily”
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http://
www.natcure.org/

app/download/
7236982285/
CommonCore

+Development+Flow
+Chart.pdf



5. NEVADAʼS PATH TO COMMON CORE
2009 -- State Sup of Ed (Keith Rheault) applied for Race To The Top grant
2009 -- Governor Gibbons applied for Race To The Top grant
2010 -- Board of Education voted to adopt CCSS (condition for grant money)
2010 -- Board for Career and Technical Education voted to adopt CSSS
2010 -- Council To Establish Academic Standards voted to adopt CSSS...
             with reservations, on the condition that Nevada will actually get money from the feds

2011 -- “Gap Analysis” compared existing Nevada standards and CCSS
2011 -- The legislature approved SB14, and it became NRS 389.0187

 At that time only preliminary draft versions of CCSS were available; the Council, the 
Boards and the Legislature voted on the basis of proponentsʼ claims and testimonies, not the 
CCSS itself; and solicited or received no testimony from opponents. 

 The Council, the Boards, the Legislature had never voted on the final version of CCSS.

2012 -- “The State” has formally selected SBAC over PARCC
2013 -- Gov. Sandoval set up a steering committee to facilitate implementation
2013 -- The Common Core Steering Committee filed their Final Report
2013 -- State Sup of Ed (Dale Erquiaga) ruled kids canʼt opt out of testing
2014 -- Erquiaga ruled kids can opt out of the SBAC field test
2014 -- NDEʼs propaganda campaign starts in response to protest movement

(Documentation available as PDF files)



6. NRS TITLE 34, EDUCATION
Chapter 385 State Administrative 
Organization
Chapter 386 Local Administrative 
Organization
Chapter 387 Financial Support of School 
System
Chapter 388 System of Public Instruction
Chapter 389 Examinations, Courses, 
Standards and Graduation
Chapter 390 Textbooks and Library 
Books
Chapter 391 Personnel
Chapter 392 Pupils
Chapter 392A Profoundly Gifted Pupils; 
University Schools for Profoundly Gifted 
Pupils
Chapter 392B Program of School Choice for 
Children in Foster Care

Chapter 392C Interstate Compact on 
Educational Opportunity for Military Children
Chapter 393 School Property
Chapter 394 Private Educational Institutions 
and Establishments
Chapter 395 Education of Persons With 
Disabilities
Chapter 396 Nevada System of Higher 
Education
Chapter 397 Western Regional Higher 
Education Compact
Chapter 398 Intercollegiate Athletics
Chapter 399 Interstate Compact for 
Education
Chapter 400 P-20W Advisory Council

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Legal/LawLibrary/NRS/
index.cfm
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NRS 385 - State Administrative Organization

NRS 385.005  Declaration of legislative intent; policies 
of integration or desegregation of public schools; 
recommendations to Legislature for equality of educational 
opportunity.

      1.  The Legislature reaffirms its intent that public 
education in the State of Nevada is 
essentially a matter for local control by 
local school districts. The provisions of this title 
are intended to reserve to the boards of trustees of local 
school districts within this state such rights and powers 
as are necessary to maintain control of the education 
of the children within their respective districts. These 
rights and powers may only be limited by other specific 
provisions of law.

NRS 385.110  State Board to prescribe and cause 
enforcement of courses of study for public schools; 
exceptions.
      1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 
3, the State Board shall prescribe and cause to be 
enforced the courses of study for the public schools of this 
State. The courses of study prescribed and enforced by 
the State Board must comply with the standards of content 
and performance established by the Council to 
Establish Academic Standards for Public 
Schools pursuant to NRS 389.520.

NRS 385.705  Duties; submission of biennial report; 
consideration of recommendations by State Board. 
      1.  The Advisory Council on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics created by NRS 385.700 
shall:
      (a) Develop a strategic plan for the development of 
educational resources in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics to serve as a foundation 
for workforce development, college preparedness and 
economic development in this State;
      (d) Conduct a survey of education programs and 
proposed programs relating to the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics in this State 
and in other states to identify recommendations for the 
implementation of such programs by public schools in this 
State and report the information gathered by the survey to 
the State Board of Education;
      3.  The State Board of Education shall consider the 
plans developed by the Advisory Council on Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics pursuant to 
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of subsection 1 and the written 
report submitted pursuant to paragraph (g) of subsection 1 
and adopt such regulations as the State Board deems 
necessary to carry out the recommendations in the written 
report.
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NRS 386 School Districts

NRS 386.350  General powers; exceptions.  Each board 
of trustees is hereby given such reasonable and 
necessary powers, not conflicting with the Constitution and 
the laws of the State of Nevada, as may be requisite to 
attain the ends for which the public schools, excluding 
charter schools and university schools for profoundly gifted 
pupils, are established and to promote the welfare of 
school children, including the establishment and operation 
of schools and classes deemed necessary and desirable.

NRS 388 System of Public Instruction

NRS 388.360  Powers.  The State Board for Career and 
Technical Education may:
      1.  Cooperate with any federal agency, board or 
department designated to administer the Acts of Congress 
apportioning federal money to the State of Nevada for 
career and technical education.
      2.  Establish policies and adopt regulations for the 
administration of any legislation enacted pursuant thereto 
by the State of Nevada.
      3.  Establish policies and adopt regulations for the 
administration of money provided by the Federal 
Government and the State of Nevada for the promotion, 
extension and improvement of career and technical 
education in Nevada.

      4.  Establish policies or regulations and formulate plans 
for the promotion of career and technical education in 
such subjects as are an essential and integral part of the 
system of public education in the State of Nevada.
      5.  Establish policies to provide for the preparation of 
teachers of such programs and subjects.
      6.  Approve positions for such persons as may be 
necessary to administer the federal act and provisions of 
this title enacted pursuant thereto for the State of Nevada.
      7.  Direct its Executive Officer to make studies and 
investigations relating to career and technical education.
      8.  Establish policies to promote and aid in the 
establishment by local communities of schools, 
departments or classes giving training in career and 
technical subjects.
      9.  Cooperate with local communities in the 
maintenance of such schools, departments or classes.
      10.  Prescribe qualifications for the teachers, directors 
and supervisors of career and technical subjects.
      11.  Provide for the certification of such teachers, 
directors and supervisors.
      12.  Establish policies or regulations to cooperate in the 
maintenance of classes supported and controlled by the 
public for the preparation of the teachers, directors and 
supervisors of career and technical subjects, or maintain 
such classes under its own direction and control.
      13.  Establish by regulation the qualifications required 
for persons engaged in the training of teachers for career 
and technical education.
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NRS 389 - Examinations, Courses, Standards, Graduation
NRS 389.018  Designation of core academic subjects; 
minimum units of credit required in high school; exception; 
additional subjects to be taught.

      1.  The following subjects are designated as the core 
academic subjects that must be taught, as applicable for 
grade levels, in all public schools, the Caliente Youth 
Center, the Nevada Youth Training Center and any other 
state facility for the detention of children that is operated 
pursuant to title 5 of NRS:
      (a) English, including reading, composition and 
writing;
      (b) Mathematics;
      (c) Science; and
      (d) Social studies, which includes only the subjects of 
history, geography, economics and government.

      2.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a 
pupil enrolled in a public high school must enroll in a 
minimum of:
      (a) Four units of credit in English;
      (b) Four units of credit in mathematics, including, 
without limitation, Algebra I and geometry, or an equivalent 
course of study that integrates Algebra I and geometry;
      (c) Three units of credit in science, including two 
laboratory courses; and
      (d) Three units of credit in social studies, including, 
without limitation:
             (1) American government;
             (2) American history; and
             (3) World history or geography.

A pupil is not required to enroll in the courses of study and 
credits required by this subsection if the pupil, the parent or 
legal guardian of the pupil and an administrator or a 
counselor at the school in which the pupil is enrolled 
mutually agree to a modified course of study for the 
pupil and that modified course of study satisfies at least 
the requirements for a standard high school diploma or an 
adjusted diploma, as applicable.

      3.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, in 
addition to the core academic subjects, the following 
subjects must be taught as applicable for grade levels and 
to the extent practicable in all public schools, the Caliente 
Youth Center, the Nevada Youth Training Center and any 
other state facility for the detention of children that is 
operated pursuant to title 5 of NRS:
      (a) The arts;
      (b) Computer education and technology;
      (c) Health; and
      (d) Physical education.

If the State Board requires the completion of course work 
in a subject area set forth in this subsection for graduation 
from high school or promotion to the next grade, a public 
school shall offer the required course work. Except as 
otherwise provided for a course of study in health 
prescribed by subsection 1 of NRS 389.0185, unless a 
subject is required for graduation from high school or 
promotion to the next grade, a charter school is not 
required to comply with this subsection.
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NRS 389.0187  
Development of model curriculum for 
English language arts and mathematics; 
distribution; authorized use by teachers and 
regional training programs for professional 
development.
      1.  The State Board shall develop a 
model curriculum for the subject areas of 
English language arts and mathematics 
for each grade level in kindergarten and 
grades 1 to 12, inclusive.
      2.  The Department shall provide 
each model curriculum developed 
pursuant to subsection 1 to:
      (a) The board of trustees of each 
school district; and
      (b) The governing body of each 
regional training program for the 
professional development of teachers and 
administrators.

      3.  The Department shall provide to the 
governing body of each charter school the 
model curriculum developed pursuant to 
subsection 1 for the grade levels taught at 
the charter school.
      4.  The board of trustees of each school 
district shall make available to each 
public school within the school district the 
model curriculum for the grade levels taught 
at the public school.
      5.  The model curriculum may be 
used as a guide by teachers and 
administrators in developing class lesson 
plans to ensure compliance with the 
academic standards adopted for English 
language arts and mathematics.
      6.  The governing body of each regional 
training program for the professional 
development of teachers and administrators 
may use the model curriculum in the 
provision of training to teachers and 
administrators to ensure compliance with 
the academic standards adopted for English 
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NRS 389.020  Instruction in American 
government required; exception.

      1.  In all public schools, the Caliente Youth Center, the 
Nevada Youth Training Center and any other state facility 
for the detention of children that is operated pursuant to 
title 5 of NRS, instruction must be given in American 
government, including, without limitation, instruction on:

      (a) The essentials of:

             (1) The Constitution of the United States, 
including, without limitation, the Bill of Rights;

             (2) The Constitution of the State of Nevada; 
and
             (3) The Declaration of Independence;

      (b) The origin and history of the Constitutions;

      (c) The study of and devotion to 
American institutions and ideals; and

      (d) Civics.

      2.  Except as otherwise provided in NRS 392A.100, 
the instruction required in subsection 1 must be given 
during at least 1 year of the elementary school grades and 
for a period of at least 1 year in all high schools.

NRS 389.030  Instruction in American 
history required; exception.  
Except as otherwise provided in NRS 392A.100, American 
history, including, without limitation, the history of the:

      1.  Constitution of the United States, including, 
without limitation, the Bill of Rights;

      2.  State of Nevada, including, without limitation, the 
Constitution of the State of Nevada; and

      3.  Declaration of Independence,
must be taught in all of the public schools in the State of 
Nevada for a period of at least 1 year.

NRS 389.035  Satisfactory completion of courses in 
American government and American history required 
for graduation; exception for certain pupils.

NRS 389.074  Instruction on financial literacy.
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NRS 389.500  “Council” defined.  As used in NRS 
389.500 to 389.570, inclusive, “Council” means the 
Council to Establish Academic Standards for Public 
Schools.

NRS 389.520  Council to Establish Academic 
Standards: Establishment of standards; periodic review of 
standards; adoption of standards by State Board; 
establishment of policy for ethical, safe and secure use of 
computers.

      1.  The Council shall:
      (a) Establish standards of content and 
performance, including, without limitation, a 
prescription of the resulting level of achievement, for the 
grade levels set forth in subsection 3, based upon the 
content of each course, that is expected of pupils for the 
following courses of study:
             (1) English, 

including reading, composition and writing;
             (2) Mathematics;
             (3) Science;
             (4) Social studies, which includes only the subjects 
of history, geography, economics and government;
             (5) The arts;
             (6) Computer education and technology;
             (7) Health; and
             (8) Physical education.

      (b) Establish a schedule for the periodic review 
and, if necessary, revision of the standards of content 
and performance. The review must include, without 
limitation, the review required pursuant to NRS 389.570 of 
the results of pupils on the examinations administered 
pursuant to NRS 389.550.

      (c) Assign priorities to the standards of content and 
performance relative to importance and degree of 
emphasis and revise the standards, if necessary, based 
upon the priorities.

 2.  The standards for computer education and 
technology must include a policy for the ethical, safe and 
secure use of computers and other electronic devices. The 
policy must include, without limitation:
      (a) The ethical use of computers and other electronic 
devices, including, without limitation: ...
(b) The safe use of computers and other electronic 
devices, including, without limitation, methods to: ...
 (c) The secure use of computers and other electronic 
devices, including, without limitation: ...

 3.  The Council shall establish standards of content and 
performance for each grade level in kindergarten and 
grades 1 to 8, inclusive, for English and mathematics. 
The Council shall establish standards of content and 
performance for the grade levels selected by the Council 
for the other courses of study prescribed in subsection 1.
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NRS 389.520, continued

4.  The Council shall forward to the State Board the 
standards of content and performance established by 
the Council for each course of study. The State Board 
shall:
      (a) Adopt the standards for each course of study, as 
submitted by the Council; or
      (b) If the State Board objects to the standards for a 
course of study or a particular grade level for a course of 
study, return those standards to the Council with a 
written explanation setting forth the reason for the 
objection.

      5.  If the State Board returns to the Council the 
standards of content and performance for a course of 
study or a grade level, the Council shall:
      (a) Consider the objection provided by the State 
Board and determine whether to revise the standards 
based upon the objection; and
      (b) Return the standards or the revised standards, as 
applicable, to the State Board.

The State Board shall adopt the standards of content 
and performance or the revised standards, as applicable.

      6.  The Council shall work in cooperation with the 
State Board to prescribe the examinations required by 
NRS 389.550.

NRS 389.540  Review of courses of study to determine 
compliance with standards.  

The board of trustees of each school district shall 
conduct a periodic review of the courses of study offered 
in the public schools of the school district to determine 
whether the courses of study comply with the standards of 
content and performance established by the Council 
pursuant to NRS 389.520 and if revision of the courses of 
study is necessary to ensure compliance.
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NRS 389.550
Administration of criterion-referenced examinations

      1.  The State Board shall, in consultation with the 
Council, prescribe examinations that comply with 20 
U.S.C. § 6311(b)(3) and that measure the achievement 
and proficiency of pupils:
      (a) For grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in the standards of 
content established by the Council for the subjects of 
English and mathematics.
      (b) For grades 5 and 8, in the standards of content 
established by the Council for the subject of science.

The examinations prescribed pursuant to this subsection 
must be written, developed, printed and scored by a 
nationally recognized testing company.
      2.  In addition to the examinations prescribed pursuant 
to subsection 1, the State Board shall, in consultation with 
the Council, prescribe a writing examination for grades 5 
and 8.
      3.  The board of trustees of each school district and the 
governing body of each charter school shall administer the 
examinations prescribed by the State Board. The 
examinations must be:
      (a) Administered to pupils in each school district and 
each charter school at the same time during the spring 
semester, as prescribed by the State Board.
      (b) Administered in each school in accordance with 
uniform procedures adopted by the State Board. The 
Department shall monitor the school districts and individual 
schools to ensure compliance with the uniform procedures.

      (c) Administered in each school in accordance with the 
plan adopted pursuant to NRS 389.616 by the Department 
and with the plan adopted pursuant to NRS 389.620 by the 
board of trustees of the school district in which the 
examinations are administered. The Department shall 
monitor the compliance of school districts and individual 
schools with:
             (1) The plan adopted by the Department; and
             (2) The plan adopted by the board of trustees of 
the applicable school district, to the extent that the plan 
adopted by the board of trustees of the school district is 
consistent with the plan adopted by the Department.

NRS 389.570  Council required to review and 
evaluate results of examinations; report of evaluation.
      1.  The Council shall review the results of pupils on the 
examinations administered pursuant to NRS 389.550, 
including, without limitation, for each school in a school 
district and each charter school that is located within a 
school district, a review of the results for the current school 
year and a comparison of the progress, if any, made by the 
pupils enrolled in the school from preceding school years.
      2.  After the completion of the review pursuant to 
subsection 1, the Council shall evaluate:
      (a) Whether the standards of content and performance 
established by the Council require revision; and
      (b) The success of pupils, as measured by the results 
of the examinations, in achieving the standards of 
performance established by the Council.
      3.  The Council shall report the results of the evaluation 
conducted pursuant to subsection 2 to the State Board and 
the Legislative Committee on Education.
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NRS 389.807  State Board required to select college 
and career readiness assessment for grade 11; 
requirement of pupil to take assessment; results not used 
for receipt of diploma; use of results to provide data and 
information for pupil.
      1.  The State Board shall select a college and career 
readiness assessment for administration, commencing with 
the 2014-2015 school year and each school year 
thereafter, to pupils who are enrolled in grade 11 in public 
high schools.
      2.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a 
pupil must take the college and career readiness 
assessment to receive a standard high school 
diploma. The results of a pupil on the assessment must 
not be used in the determination of whether the pupil 
satisfies the requirements for receipt of a standard high 
school diploma. A pupil with a disability may, in accordance 
with his or her individualized education program, be 
exempt from the requirement to take the college and 
career readiness assessment.
      3.  The assessment selected pursuant to subsection 1 
must be:
      (a) Administered at the same time during the school 
year by the board of trustees of each school district to 
pupils enrolled in grade 11 in all public high schools of the 
school district and by the governing body of each charter 
school that enrolls pupils in grade 11, as prescribed by the 
State Board, and in accordance with uniform procedures 
adopted by the State Board. The Department shall monitor 
the compliance of the school districts and individual 
schools with the uniform procedures and report to the State 
Board any instance of noncompliance.

      (b) Administered in accordance with the plan adopted 
by the Department pursuant to NRS 389.616 and with the 
plan adopted by the board of trustees of the school district 
in which the assessment is administered pursuant to NRS 
389.620. The Department shall monitor the compliance of 
the school districts and individual schools with:
             (1) The plan adopted by the Department; and
             (2) The plan adopted by the board of trustees of 
the applicable school district, to the extent that the plan 
adopted by the board of trustees of the school district is 
consistent with the plan adopted by the Department,
and shall report to the State Board any instance of 
noncompliance.
      4.  The assessment selected pursuant to subsection 1 
must:
      (a) Be used to provide data and information to each 
pupil who takes the assessment in a manner that 
allows the pupil to review the areas of his or her 
academic strengths and weaknesses, including, without 
limitation, areas where additional work in the subject areas 
tested on the assessment is necessary to prepare for 
college and career success without the need for 
remediation; and
      (b) Allow teachers and other educational personnel to 
use the results of a pupil on the assessment to provide 
appropriate interventions for the pupil to prepare for college 
and career success.
      5.  The State Board may work in consultation with the 
boards of trustees of school districts and, if a charter 
school enrolls pupils at a high school grade level, the 
governing body of the charter school to develop and 
implement appropriate plans of remediation for pupils 
based upon the results of the pupils on the assessment.



6.10

NRS 390 - Textbooks and Library Books
NRS 390.140  Final selection by State Board; 
exception for charter schools; accurate portrayal of cultural 
and racial diversity of society.
      1.  The State Board shall make the final selection of 
all textbooks to be used in the public schools in this 
State, except for charter schools. If a textbook proposed 
for selection is in a subject area for which standards of 
content have been established by the Council to Establish 
Academic Standards for Public Schools pursuant to NRS 
389.520, the State Board shall not select the textbook 
unless the State Board determines that the textbook 
adequately supports the standards for that subject area.
      2.  A textbook must not be selected by the State Board 
pursuant to subsection 1 for use in the public schools in 
classes in literature, history or social sciences unless it 
accurately portrays the cultural and racial diversity of our 
society, including lessons on the contributions made to our 
society by men and women from various racial and ethnic 
backgrounds

NRS 390.230  Use of prescribed textbooks; 
exceptions; penalty.
      1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, the 
textbooks adopted by the State Board must be used in the 
public schools in this State, and no other books may be 
used as basic textbooks.
      2.  This section does not prohibit:

      (a) The continued use of such textbooks previously 
approved until they become unserviceable.
      (b) The use of supplemental textbooks purchased by a 
school district with the approval of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction.
      (c) After approval by the State Board, the temporary 
use of textbooks for tryout purposes.
      (d) A charter school from using textbooks other than 
those adopted for use by the State Board.

NRS 390.400  Approval for use in public schools; 
exception for charter schools; actions subject to review by 
State Board.
      1.  The Department shall approve or disapprove lists 
of books for use in public school libraries except for 
the libraries of charter schools. Such lists must not 
include books containing or including any story in prose 
or poetry the tendency of which would be to influence the 
minds of children in the formation of ideals not in 
harmony with truth and morality or the 
American way of life, or not in harmony 
with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States or of the State of Nevada.
      2.  Actions of the Department with respect to lists of 
books are subject to review and approval or disapproval 
by the State Board.



7. DATA COLLECTION, TRACKING, MINING

ACADEMIC TESTING
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-
balanced-assessments
This site describes the SBAC tests.

PERSONAL DATA
https://nces.ed.gov/Programs/SLDS/pdf/
Nevada2012.pdf 
This paper specifies the Nevada State-
wide Longitudinal Data System (NSLDS) 
that details the data being collected.

See also 
http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel/

DATA  PATH
Per 20 USC 6311, the State must contract with an 
approved independent test vendor, test administrator, and 
data analysis and report generating firm. Accordingly, tests 
come from SBAC, the data standards are specified by 
vendors and NGOs such as the Data Quality Project 
(DQP), the tests are administered and the data are 
collected by inBloom, Inc., (a Gates creation and a 
Microsoft subsidiary). Each of them are subject federal 
regulations, including the requirement that the data they 
have access to must also be available to the US 
Department of Education and other federal agencies. 

Government advocates of Common Core insist that 
this requirement applies only to statistical aggregates. 

Outside experts and critics insists that the data being 
shared -- for legal, educational, research and 
marketing purposes -- most certainly include personal 
individually identifiable (PII) data for non-educational 
purposes.
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Smarter Balanced Assessments
computer adaptive testing (CAT) -- 
Based on student responses, the computer program adjusts the difficulty of questions throughout the assessment.

Assessment System Components
A summative assessment
Optional interim assessments
Formative assessment practices
Smarter Balanced Preliminary Summative Assessment Blueprints (PDF)
Supporting Document: Scoring Reporting and Estimated Testing Times (PDF)

English Language Arts/Literacy Item Specification
 • ELA Grades 3-5 (ZIP) (Update 2/4/2014)
 • ELA Grades 6-8 (ZIP) (Update 2/4/2014)
 • ELA Grades 9-11 (ZIP) (Updated 2/4/2014)
 • ELA Stimulus Specifications (PDF)
 • Issues Related to Stimulus and Item Development (PDF)

Mathematics
 • Mathematics General Item and Task Specifications Grades 3-5 (PDF)
 ◦ Mathematics Grades 3-5 (ZIP) (Update 2/4/2014)
 • Mathematics General Item and Task Specifications Grades 6-8 (PDF)
 ◦ Mathematics Grades 6-8 (ZIP) (Update 2/4/2014)
 • Mathematics General Item and Task Specifications High School (PDF)
 ◦ Mathematics High School (ZIP) (Update 2/4/2014)

Sample Items  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/
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http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm
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http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/
itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm

The following is the beginning of a story that 
a student is writing for a class assignment. 
The story needs more details and an 
ending. Read the beginning of the story and 
then complete the task that follows.
 

Oliverʼs Big Splash
 
        Oliver was a dog that lived in a small 
town near a lake. He loved to play outside. 
Oliver liked to play fetch, but his favorite 
thing to do was to chase leaves. He loved 
chasing leaves so much that his favorite 
time of year was fall when the leaves fell off 
the trees.

        One beautiful fall day, Oliver and his 
owner, Jeff, went for a walk around the lake. 
They were enjoying the sunshine and the 
lake when suddenly a dragonfly flew past. 
For a moment, Oliver forgot where he and 
Jeff were and what they were doing. All of a 
sudden there was a big splash.
 
 
Write an ending for the story by adding 
details to tell what happens next.

(How could you possibly grade something like this?)



7.4
Examples from http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel/
eiebrowser/techview.aspx?
instance=studentElementarySecondary

*Motherʼs maiden name
*Birth name, former legal name, other name, nickname
*City / county / country of birth
*Social Security, former school id, alien registration 

number
*Voter registration
*Family income range, base pay
*own / rent / live with others / homeless
*Neglected / delinquent status
*On/off-campus residence status
*Residence after leaving school
*Bus route, bus schedule, bus stop (with description), 

distance of home and bus stop from school
*Race, tribal affiliation, citizenship / migrant / immigration 

status
*Preferred language / dialect
*Economically disadvantaged / public assistance / 

eligibility status
*School food service, school health services status
*Developmental delay (adaptive, cognitive, 

communication, ...)
*English / math proficiency, ability grouping, special ed 
*Attendance record, assignment completion record, class 

rank
*Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, activity level, 

leadership level, community service
*Non-school activities and sponsors

*Post-school accomplishment (military, elective office, 
publications, ..)

*Health, allergies, diet, immunization, substance abuse, 
special needs

*Other “data points” related to academic goals, courses of 
study, accomplishments, transfers, etc.

Examples from http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel/
eiebrowser/techview.aspx?instance=parentGuardian 

The above, plus:
*Income, occupation, employer
*Level of participation in workforce
*Primary and secondary insurance, policy number, 

coverage
*Form of identification
*Languages
*Marital status, relationship to student, living-with status

Examples from http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel/
eiebrowser/techview.aspx?
instance=studentPostsecondary 

The above, plus:
*Family obligations
*Fatherʼs education level, first generation in college 

(status)
*Date of entry into US
*Licenses, certifications
*Religious affiliation
*Number of people in household, living with single parent
*Visa status
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The Nevada State Longitudinal Data System is actually specified in a 170-page grant application (!) 
https://nces.ed.gov/Programs/SLDS/pdf/Nevada2012.pdf

Page 86: Data Access and Use Policy
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https://nces.ed.gov/Programs/SLDS/pdf/Nevada2012.pdf



8. NRS 239, PUBLIC RECORDS
NRS 239.005  Definitions.
   2. Agency of the Executive Department” means an 
agency, board, commission, bureau, council, department, 
division, authority or other unit of the Executive 
Department of the State Government. The term does not 
include the Nevada System of Higher Education.
   5. “Governmental entity” means:
   (b) An institution, board, commission, bureau, council, 
department, division, authority or other unit of government 
of this State, including, without limitation, an agency of the 
Executive Department, or of a political subdivision of this 
State;
   6. “Privatization contract” means a contract executed 
by or on behalf of a governmental entity which 
authorizes a private entity to provide public services 
that are:
   (a) Substantially similar to the services provided by the 
public employees of the governmental entity; and
   (b) In lieu of the services otherwise authorized or 
required to be provided by the governmental entity.

NRS 239.010  Public books and public records 
open to inspection
   1.  Except as otherwise provided .... and unless 
otherwise declared by law to be confidential, all public 
books and public records of a governmental entity 
must be open at all times during office hours to 

inspection by any person, and may be fully copied or an 
abstract or memorandum may be prepared from those 
public books and public records.
   2.  A governmental entity may not reject a book or 
record which is copyrighted solely because it is 
copyrighted.
   3.  A governmental entity that has legal custody or 
control of a public book or record shall not deny a 
request made pursuant to subsection 1 to inspect or copy 
or receive a copy of a public book or record on the basis 
that the requested public book or record contains 
information that is confidential if the governmental entity 
can redact, delete, conceal or separate the confidential 
information from the information included in the public 
book or record that is not otherwise confidential.
   4.  A person may request a copy of a public record in 
any medium in which the public record is readily available.

NRS 239.0105  Confidentiality of certain records 
of local governmental entities.
   1.  Records of a local governmental entity are 
confidential and not public books or records within the 
meaning of NRS 239.010 if:
   (a) The records contain the name, address, telephone 
number or other identifying information of a natural 
person; 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Legal/LawLibrary/NRS/NRS-239.html



9.  US PRIVACY LAWS
Outline
Protecting the Privacy of Student Records

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs97/p97527/

Details

Family Educational and Privacy Rights Act (FERPA)

20 USC 1232g

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/USCODE-2011-title20/USCODE-2011-title20-chap31-subchapIII-part4-sec1232g

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/20/1232g

USCODE-2011-title20-chap31-subchapIII-part4-sec1232g-1.pdf

34 CFR 99

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title34/34cfr99_main_02.tpl

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6d82b125ae91d55484ae450ca3fe6cd0&node=34:1.1.1.1.33&rgn=div5
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34 CFR 99.3

Biometric record
As used in the definition of personally identifiable information, 
means a record of one or more measurable biological or 
behavioral characteristics that can be used for automated 
recognition of an individual. Examples include fingerprints; retina 
and iris patterns; voiceprints; DNA sequence; facial characteristics; 
and handwriting.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1232g)

Directory information 

Information contained in an education record of a student that 
would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of 
privacy if disclosed.

(a) Directory information includes, but is not limited to, the 
student's name; address; telephone listing; electronic mail 
address; photograph; date and place of birth; major field of 
study; grade level; enrollment status (e.g., undergraduate or 
graduate, full-time or part-time); dates of attendance; participation 
in officially recognized activities and sports; weight and height of 
members of athletic teams; degrees, honors, and awards received; 
and the most recent educational agency or institution attended.

(b) Directory information does not include a student's—
(1) Social security number; or
(2) Student identification (ID) number, except as provided in 
paragraph (c) of this definition.

(c) In accordance with paragraphs (a) and (b) of this definition, 
directory information includes—
(1) A student ID number, user ID, or other unique personal 
identifier used by a student for purposes of accessing or 

communicating in electronic systems, but only if the identifier 
cannot be used to gain access to education records except when 
used in conjunction with one or more factors that authenticate the 
user's identity, such as a personal identification number (PIN), 
password or other factor known or possessed only by the 
authorized user; and
(2) A student ID number or other unique personal identifier that is 
displayed on a student ID badge, but only if the identifier cannot 
be used to gain access to education records except when used in 
conjunction with one or more factors that authenticate the user's 
identity, such as a PIN, password, or other factor known or 
possessed only by the authorized user.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1232g(a)(5)(A))

Personally Identifiable Information
The term includes, but is not limited to—

(a) The student's name;
(b) The name of the student's parent or other family members;
(c) The address of the student or student's family;

(d) A personal identifier, such as the student's social security 
number, student number, or biometric record;

(e) Other indirect identifiers, such as the student's date of birth, 
place of birth, and mother's maiden name;

(f) Other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or 
linkable to a specific student that would allow a reasonable 
person in the school community, who does not have personal 
knowledge of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student 
with reasonable certainty; or

(g) Information requested by a person who the educational agency 
or institution reasonably believes knows the identity of the student 
to whom the education record relates.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1232g)
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20 USC 1232g(b)(4)

(A) Each educational agency or institution shall maintain a 
record, kept with the education records of each student, 
which will indicate all individuals (other than those specified 
in paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection), agencies, or 
organizations which have requested or obtained access 
to a studentʼs education records maintained by such 
educational agency or institution, and which will indicate 
specifically the legitimate interest that each such person, 
agency, or organization has in obtaining this information. 
Such record of access shall be available only to parents, to 
the school official and his assistants who are responsible 
for the custody of such records, and to persons or 
organizations authorized in, and under the conditions of, 
clauses (A) and (C) of paragraph (1) as a means of 
auditing the operation of the system.

(B) With respect to this subsection, personal information 
shall only be transferred to a third party on the condition 
that such party will not permit any other party to have 
access to such information without the written consent of 
the parents of the student. If a third party outside the 
educational agency or institution permits access to 
information in violation of paragraph (2)(A), or fails to 
destroy information in violation of paragraph (1)(F), the 
educational agency or institution shall be prohibited from 
permitting access to information from education records 
to that third party for a period of not less than five years.

20 USC 1232g(j)(4)

Investigation and prosecution of terrorism
(1) In general
Notwithstanding subsections (a) through (i) of this section 
or any provision of State law, the Attorney General (or any 
Federal officer or employee, in a position not lower than an 
Assistant Attorney General, designated by the Attorney 
General) may submit a written application to a court of 
competent jurisdiction for an ex parte order requiring an 
educational agency or institution to permit the Attorney 
General (or his designee) to—

(A) collect education records in the possession of the 
educational agency or institution that are relevant to an 
authorized investigation or prosecution of an offense listed 
in section 2332b (g)(5)(B) of title 18, or an act of domestic 
or international terrorism as defined in section 2331 of that 
title;

(3) Protection of educational agency or institution
An educational agency or institution that, in good faith, 
produces education records in accordance with an order 
issued under this subsection shall not be liable to any 
person for that production.

(4) Record-keeping
Subsection (b)(4) of this section does not apply to 
education records subject to a court order under this 
subsection.
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Regulatory Interpretations
73 FR 74851, Dec. 9, 2008

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2008-12-09/pdf/
E8-28864.pdf&sa=U&ei=0xdXU_uKGYeKyATMlYCADQ
&ved=0CBsQFjAA&usg=AFQjCNGYCJyPoqVlkEtTj3KA
a6AluQhfAw

We agree that students should not be penalized for 
opting out of directory information disclosures. Indeed, 
an educational agency or institution may not require 
parents and students to waive their rights under FERPA, 
including the right to opt out of directory information 
disclosures.

76 FR 75604, Dec. 2, 2011
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
pkg/FR-2011-12-02/pdf/
2011-30683.pdf&sa=U&ei=idJXU8vlAdCSyASWk4CoBA
&ved=0CBsQFjAA&usg=AFQjCNHLK8_4UlXqw1ogF-
JCZ308qVzzMA

We agree that it is preferable to obtain consent before 
disclosing PII from education records, and nothing in these 
final regulations is intended to change the statutory 
framework for consent. 

Nonetheless, Congress explicitly provided in FERPA that 
for certain purposes, PII from education records may be 
disclosed without consent. 20 U.S.C. 1232g(b). 

We recognize that some may fear that these final 
regulations will permit the disclosure of PII from education 
records to improper parties, or for improper purposes, but 
we firmly believe such fears lack foundation. To be clear, 
these final regulations do not permit PII from education 
records to be disclosed for purposes unrelated to 
education.

HOWEVER, ...

NDE's claims of data security is 
contradicted by David Coleman's 
comment about “low hanging fruit”

http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2014/02/02/
Obama-s-Re-Election-Team-Invited-By-Common-Core-
Architect-David-Coleman-To-Collect-Student-Data-On-
Poor-and-Latino-Low-Hanging-Fruit
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Personal Opinion

These “data points” are NOT necessary to understand how 
students, teachers, schools or school districts are performing 
academically. 
But all of them are essential for a totalitarian surveillance 
society. 
The ONLY questions that are legitimate but do NOT appear in 
this data mine are 
1. What is the CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT at home and 
2. Is there any PARENTAL SUPPORT at home.

Do the parents read books, 
do they check the homework?
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Conclusions
1. The imposition of Common Core is illegal in Nevada. The NRS never mentions, let alone 
require, Common Core or SBAC. All the artfully crafted language in the NRS can be applied 
to any standard.

The only entity with power to impose a standard per NRS 389.520, the Council To Establish 
Academic Standards, has never voted to adopt the final version of Common Core. The 
entity that is required by NRS 389.0187 to write the curriculums based on the adopted 
standards, the state Board of Education, has not and will not do so.

The local school boards per NRS 389.0187 are free to ignore the Stateʼs curriculum, even 
if there were any. Then why bother with this...? There are MUCH better, cheaper alternatives.

2. SBAC is a private entity that has performed a privatization contract in accordance with 
NRS 239.005.6; and, the SBAC tests and all related documents are public records per 
239.010. Therefore the SBAC tests and all test forms and questionnaires must be made 
available to teachers, parents and the public. Copyright does not apply to examining them. 

3. The local schools and the State is prohibited from disclosing private data to any entity by 
NRS 239.0105. So why worry? Because
    The NDS is NOT the entity that collects the data. 

Students log onto and their data is collected by the private entities SBAC and inBloom. 
These private entities have contracts with the NDE and the US Dept of Ed to share data.
NDE may be conscientious and keep data within legal limits, but the USDoE wants it all.


