
PARENTS...

Check your child's MATH homework. 
Check it every day.

No, you are not seeing things. Your child may already be taught 
according to a new curriculum compliant with Common Core. 

The Common Core "State" Standards are a major change in the 
purpose, content and methodology of educating children from K 
through 12. It’s working so well that in Oregon, Families pull kids out of 
class; moms are teaching math at home.

Here is an example, from Betrayed - Why Public Education Is Failing by 
Laurie H. Rogers (2012).

Vertical Multiplication (traditional math): 1,642 x 849 = ?

But Common Core recoils in horror; you have to know your 
multiplication tables and remember to carry and add in your  head. 
Ooh, that’s way too hard. So they offer two “better” alternatives. 

Cluster Method (reform math): 1,642 x 849 = ?

We know that 1,642 = 1,000 + 600 + 40 + 2 and 849 = 800 + 40 + 9.
So, using the distributive property that you learn in... Algebra 1...
 (1,000 x 800) + (1,000 x 40) + (1000 x 9) 
+ (600 x 800) + (600 x 40) + (600 x 9) 
+ (40 x 800) + (40 x 40) + (40 x 9) + (2 x 800) + (2 x 40) + (2 x 9) = ?
Using ‘mental math’ to simplify, we can say that 
800,000 + 40,000 + 9,000 + 480,000 + 24,000 + 5,400 
+ 32,000 + 1,600 + 360 + 1,600 + 80 + 18 = ? (Oh, it’s not that hard...)

At this point, everybody in his right mind would just reach for the 
calculator, and never know or care if  they punched the right keys...

Lattice Method (reform math): 1,642 x 849 = ?

Oh, it’s real simple... really... even Fibonacci used it... 
1. Draw a grid with diagonals, write one of  the multipliers horizontally 

along the top and the other multiplier vertically down the right side. 
2. Multiply each integer of  the multiplier on the top with each integer of  

the multiplier down the side. Place the answers in the intersecting 
squares; the tens of  each answer are written in the upper part of  each 
square, and the ones of  each answer are written in the bottom part of  
each square. Now who could possibly mess this up?

3. Add the diagonal columns, beginning on the lower right of  the grid 
and moving left, writing the ones along the bottom and carrying the 
tens always to the left. Like this:

No wonder kids give up on math even earlier than ever before.

Tell your state and local officials to 
GET RID OF COMMON CORE.

To learn more, see Education | Just The Facts, Ma'am
For the PDF files, see https://peter5427.wordpress.com/
2013/11/30/common-core-fliers-to-print-distribute/
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